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The Importance of the DNS System



What are the IDNs?
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Enable people around the world to use domain names in 
local languages and scripts

IDNs are formed using characters from different scripts, 
such as Arabic, Chinese, or Cyrillic, or using Latin letters 

with diacritics (accents marks such as é or ü).

It contributes to the access to information and knowledge, 
as well as cultural diversity in cyberspace.



Universal Acceptance

All domain names and email addresses are treated equally

Accept, validate, store, process, and display all domain names 
equally

Prevents some Internet users from successfully completing 
transactions online



How is the LAC region doing?



Domain Names Penetration



Linguistic Homogeneity Linguistic and cultural 
homogeneity are quite 

high in the region

Predominance of 
“colonial languages” 

(Spanish, Portuguese, 
English, French and 

Dutch)

Correlation between 
linguistic homogeneity 
and urban populations

The indigenous 
languages are mainly 
present in rural areas



Suggestions for Improvement

INTERNET PENETRATION

VISIBILITY OF DOMAIN NAMES

GOVERNMENT POLICIES 

YOUTH ENGAGEMENT



“Educating the youth… is a crucial step 
towards further developing the DNS 

market in the region”
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