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The UK and Geographical Indications

• Relatively novel recognition and acceptance of GIs 
in the UK 

• We became a signatory to TRIPS via membership 
of the EU, but post Brexit have retained all GIs 
previously granted under the EU scheme

• Required setting up new registers and now the UK 
has its own GI scheme and has become a supporter 
of GIs
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Examples of UK protected GIs
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GIs and the .UK ccTLD

• Nominet provides a custom dispute resolution 
service (DRS) for .UK domain disputes

• The definition of protected Rights has always (since 
2002) been wide enough to include GIs and is not 
limited to trade marks like the UDRP

• Examples of DRS cases for GI protected terms 
include champagne.co.uk and parmaham.co.uk

• Vast majority of cases are trade mark cases
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Search Tools
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In summary

• Not directly impacted by the EU Regs post Brexit

• GIs are already protected terms, subject to the requirement for abusive 
use and free speech safe harbours

• We already provide search and alerts for terms in the .UK register via 
Searchable WHOIS

• Existing arrangements currently work fine!
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