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ccNSO Members Meeting
WSIS+20 and Beyond: A Future Built by ccTLDs

28 October 2025



SPEAK SLOWLY 
AND CLEARLY.

USE A HEADSET 
FOR BETTER 
AUDIO AND 

INTERPRETATION.

RAISE YOUR HAND 
IN ZOOM TO JOIN 

THE QUEUE.

ON SITE? PLEASE 
MUTE YOUR ZOOM 

AUDIO.

REMOTE? PLEASE 
TURN ON YOUR 
CAMERA WHEN 

SPEAKING.

SPEAKING IN A 
LANGUAGE 

OTHER THAN 
ENGLISH? LET US 

KNOW FOR 
INTERPRETATION.



Have a headset ready!

Participants could present, ask questions, or 
contribute in languages other than English. 



WSIS+20 and Beyond: A Future Built by ccTLDs
Tuesday, 28 October 2025  | 13:15-14:30 local, UTC +0
 

Annaliese Williams (.au), Specialist Policy Advisor auDA, Chair ccNSO Internet Governance Liaison 
Committee (IGLC)

● Review of the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on Information 
Society (WSIS) | H.E. Ambassador Ekitela Lokaale, Permanent Representative of the 
Republic of Kenya to the UN

● How the Technical Community Can Strengthen Multistakeholderism | Byron Holland 
(.ca), CIRA CEO and ccNSO Appointee to the ICANN Board

● Digital governance versus Internet governance? | Olga Cavalli, ccNSO Council member 
appointed by the ICANN NomCom

● The importance of the IGF and community participation | Vint Cerf, IGF Leadership Panel
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From Stewards to Shapers: ccTLDs and the Future 
of Multistakeholder Internet Governance

BYRON HOLLAND, PRESIDENT & CEO
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From stewards to shapers …

TCCMCIRA RESEARCH BOLD 
ADVOCACY
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CIRA’s research: 
lessons for ccTLDs

• Study drew input from 90+ technical 
community members

• Shows multistakeholder processes deliver 
stronger, more trusted outcomes

• But gaps remain: unstable funding, weak 
links between dialogue & decisions, slow 
processes

• Lesson: ambition is required — we must 
carry these findings into WSIS+20

• More info: http://cira.ca/en/ig-report
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TCCM Secretariat   |       Wider TCCM membership

A Technical Community Coalition for Multistakeholderism (TCCM)
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ccTLDs: Let’s be bold

• Calling for a permanent, well-resourced 
IGF with real agenda-setting power

• Ensuring dialogue at IGF and elsewhere 
feeds into real decision-making

• Proactively reframing historical 
understandings of enhanced cooperation
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Digital Governance 
or 

Internet Governance?



About semantics….

Digital:
Information encoded in binary form 
using only two states:

0 and 1

Everything digital: text, sound, 
images, video, can be represented as 
a sequence of bits.

Internet:
It is a "network of networks".

Global system of interconnected 
computer networks that allows people 
worldwide to share information and 
communicate. 



About processes….

Digital Governance:
Digital technologies covering AI, data, algorithms, 

platforms, digital identity, and e-government.

Focus on broader digital transformation 

 🔸 Institutions involved: OECD, G20, UNDP, 
UNESCO, ITU, and new UN digital cooperation 
initiatives (like the Global Digital Compact).
 🔸 Governance model: More state- and 
institution-centered, emphasizes intergovernmental 
cooperation.

Internet Governance:
“The development and application by governments, 

the private sector and civil society, in their respective 

roles, of shared principles, norms, rules, 

decision-making procedures, and programs that 

shape the evolution and use of the Internet.”

 — Tunis Agenda, WSIS, 2005

 🔸 Institutions involved: ICANN, IETF, 
ISOC, regional Internet registries, WSIS 
Forum, IGF (Internet Governance Forum), etc.
 🔸 Governance model: Multistakeholder — 
all sectors participate on equal footing.



Main processes Using “Internet Governance”

World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)
Defined Internet governance and created the IGF.

Internet Governance Forum (IGF)
Global multistakeholder forum for policy dialogue (annual since 2006).

NETmundial (2014) (Brazil / Global multistakeholder initiative)
Reinforced the multistakeholder principles of Internet governance.

ICANN & IANA transition (2016)
Showcased bottom-up governance and U.S. government handover of control.

National and regional IGF
Schools on Internet Governance
Dynamic coalitions
Research institutions
…….



Main processes Using “Digital Governance”

UN Secretary-General’s “Roadmap for Digital Cooperation” (2020)
Introduced the concept of global digital cooperation and “digital governance architecture.”

Global Digital Compact
Shared principles for digital governance: AI, data, platforms, connectivity.

OECD Digital Economy Outlook & AI Principles (2019+)
Uses “digital governance” in the context of data, AI, and platform regulation.

G20 Digital Economy Working Group
Focuses on digital economy policy coordination.

EU’s “Digital Governance Act” (2022)
Legally defines frameworks for sharing and using public-sector data.



About focus

Digital governance:
Technologies based 
on the use of “Digits”:

AI
Data
Algorithms
Platforms
Digital identity

Internet governance:

Forums
Dialogue
Research
Coalitions
Capacity building
Multistakeholder participation



From “digits” to “fotons” and “qubits”

Quantum Internet

Quantum 
governance?























Thank you!
Next session: ccTLD consultation on ICANN Review of Reviews


