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First Cycle 
Recap



Outcome of Application Evaluation

112 ranked 
applications

32 applications 
shortlisted 
based on rank 
with a score of 
15 or above

247 applications 
submitted

3 withdrawn by the 
applicant

111 inadmissible/
ineligible

133 applications 
reviewed by the 

Independent Panel

21 applications 
failed to reach the 
threshold in one or 
more assessment 
criteria

23 final approved 
applications

9.3% acceptance 
rate

Total funding 
requested
$83,041,496

Total funding 
awarded
$9,968,373



Distribution of Grants by Region



Distribution of Grants by Country



Distribution of Grants by Theme



Distribution of Grants by Project Duration
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Grants Status



Status Overview

Indicator Expected Actual Status

Grant agreements finalized and 
executed

100% 100% ✓

Projects initiated 100% 100% ✓

First payment disbursed
Total of $2,674,435

100% 100% ✓

Total funding of $10M disbursed 23% 23% ✓



Funded Projects’ List and Summaries*

* Published on the ICANN Grant Program webpage in early August 2025.



First Progress Reports 

First Progress 
Reports expected 
between October 
2025 and February 
2026. 



03
Internal Review 
of the First 
Cycle



Types of review and objective

● Board-adopted CCWG Recommendation #12: The CCWG recommends that two 
types of review are implemented.
○ First, an internal review step will be part of the standard operation of the program. 
○ Second, a broader, strategic review may be an appropriate element of program 

implementation. 

● Review objectives:
○ Enhancing operational effectiveness: Ensuring that the program is operating 

effectively and optimally,
○ Strengthening strategic approaches: Identifying areas for improvement in 

program design and implementation to further program objectives.



04
Communication 
Activities



Grantee Communication Activities
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Info and Q&A
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Where can I stay up-to-date?

Visit the ICANN Grant Program webpage 
at: https://icann.org/grant-program

https://icann.org/grant-program
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I have questions, who can I contact?

For any comments, questions, or 
feedback regarding the Grant Program, 
please contact grantprogram@icann.org 
or the ICANN Helpdesk at 
https://www.icann.org/en/help

mailto:grantprogram@icann.org
https://www.icann.org/en/help


Thank you

@icann

facebook.com/icannorg

youtube.com/icannnews

flickr.com/icann

linkedin.com/company/icann

instagram.com/icannorg


