

ETNO Expert Contribution on a Domain Name Supporting Organisation for ICANN

Role of the European Telecommunications Operators in the reform of the Internet governance

The European Telecommunications Operators have participated in the process of reform of the Internet governance, since 1996. 

First of all a number of ETNO members had an active role in the establishment of the Memorandum of Understanding on the Generic Top Level Domain Name Space of the Internet Domain Name System (gTLD-MoU). The gTLD-MoU was guided by principles, that are now commonly shared and recognised as a base for a sound and equitable evolution of the Internet governance, such as:

· administration of the namespace as a public resource, based on a shared Registry model;

· competition between Registrars in the operation of registrations of domain names;

· fair world-wide representation of stakeholders in co-ordination and operation functions;

· supervision of policy and management functions by a non-profit organisation;

· provision of a flexible system for on-line dispute resolution under WIPO supervision.

This initiative exerted much appeal in the Internet community and achieved a considerable success, as 88 organisations (including 40 European companies and 5 European Telecommunications Operators) qualified as Registrars according to gTLD-MoU rules and formed the Council of Registrars (CORE).

Telecommunications Operators made comments to the US Government Green Paper published in February 1998, recalling principles of the gTLD-MoU and requesting guarantees for an effective international Internet governance and provision of namespace as a public resource.

After publication of the US Government White Paper in July 1998, ETNO members have participated in EC-PoP, the Forum co-ordinated by the European Commission (DGXIII), with the purpose of consulting and co-ordinating positions for the constitution of new structures for the global Internet governance. Following indications given by this Forum, the European Commission supplied a feedback to IANA, which was partially included in the final bylaws of ICANN. Particularly, EC-PoP insisted on:

· providing safeguards against extra-territorial application of US law and US public policies and possible overruling of international law or other countries' laws, social concepts and cultural values;

· ensuring a balanced international representation and an equitable representation of all stakeholders’ interests.

A number of ETNO Members also expressed direct official comments on the constitution of ICANN.

On Supporting Organisations ETNO has been particularly active in the process of forming the Domain Name Supporting Organisation participating in the DNSO.org initiative (Barcelona, Monterrey meetings) and the Washington meeting.

Statement of support for a DNSO application to ICANN

ETNO supports the application filed with ICANN by Electronic Commerce Europe (ECE), European ISP Association (EuroISPA), Information Technology Association of America (ITAA), International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), International Council of Registrars (CORE), International Trademark Association (INTA), Internet Society (ISOC), Policy Oversight Committee (POC), World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) (the Washington draft), as the application recognises:

· the process of formation of the Washington draft has involved a wide representation of all stakeholders (including European Telecommunications Operators);

· The Washington draft attributes a balanced representation of all the constituencies in the Names Council, without recognising a veto power to any constituency;

· The Washington draft has collected consensus from the organisations that in the gTLD-MoU plan contributed to the dissemination and success of principles that are currently shared commonly in the management of domain names (CORE, INTA, ISOC, POC);

· The Washington draft is itself an open, flexible platform to build a transparent and efficient DNSO, giving the required power to an administrative and management body, the Names Council, in a representational model;

· The Washington draft has accepted the request by the European Commission for a proper representation of public offices in constituencies.

ETNO encourages that a convergence of views will be reached with all constituencies. However, on the application filed by the Open Root Server Confederation (ORSC), the Association of Internet Professionals (AIP), and Network Solutions, Inc. (NSI), (the Paris draft), ETNO rejects:

· a central role of the General Assembly in the policy recommendation making process;

· a threshold of 5% for constituencies in the General Assembly;

· attributing a veto power to registry constituency.

Generally, ETNO recognises that some issues as proposed by the Paris draft could be taken in consideration:

· the process could allow, after a period of time, to dynamically modify the constituencies in order to adapt them to membership evolution;

· a formation of policies could include an analysis of enforceability and implementation issues (but without attributing a veto power to particular constituencies);

· full reporting to ICANN of the policy formation process could be supplied once the Names Council judges that general consensus has been achieved;

· about the issue of DNSO incorporation, as a DNSO has mainly advisory functions, a not-incorporated DNSO would allow for a more flexible commitment of its objectives and simplify organisational issues. 
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