Proxy Services Findings

“Proxy Services” were looked at during the Task Force's data analysis phase; see appendix [...] for results from that phase of the Task Force's work.

Proxy Services were addressed in constituency statements by the IPC and NCUC. IPC suggested further research on the use of these services, and identified a number of issues that could be addressed in this kind of research.

NCUC specifically proposed removing sections from the Registrar Accreditation Agreement that require proxy services to disclose registrant and administrative contact data for reasons falling short of legal due process, and characterized the services as “not providing true protections for privacy or freedom of expression.”

During discussion, NCUC and ALAC representatives suggested that these proxy services do not provide sufficient privacy protections, and proposed stricter protections. IPC recommended further study of proxy services, since the evidence available on the business practices of existing proxy services was insufficient.

Registrar and ALAC representatives argued that regulating the conduct of proxy services that work by registering domain names that are then sub-licensed to registrants proper would amount to generally regulating registrant conduct, and would be undesirable.

Registrar and ALAC representatives also argued that use of this kind of proxy service as a model for large-scale privacy protection would undermine basic assumptions that are at the heart of  the new inter-registrar transfers policy, and would break this policy. IPC representatives suggested that further research in this area was needed.

A registrar representative pointed out that proxy services should not be considered a final solution, and that pushing registrants to a separate for-pay service may not address local privacy law concerns. It was also noted that, when provided free of charge, proxy services would effectively lead to a tiered access proposal. A registrar representative stated that his constituency was more comfortable with a tiered access model than with proxy services.

Related models under which registrars proxy some communication for registrants were also discussed in the context of balancing contactability and privacy: It was, for instance, suggested that registrars may provide an electronic point of contact for registrants and domain name contacts, without making the registrant's usual e-mail address publicly available.

