3.5 Publication of Data 

The task force believes that a system that provides different data sets for different uses (also known as "tiered access") may serve as a useful mechanism to balance the privacy interests of registrants with the ongoing need to contact those registrants by other 

members of the Internet community. The task force believes that such a system should be based on the following principles: 

a) Technical and operational details about the domain name should continue to be displayed to the public on anonymous basis. Providing some basic contact information (possibly limited to the name and country for both the registrant and administrative contact) may also be appropriate in the interest of balancing  contactability and privacy concerns for publicly available information. 

Further contact details for the registrant and administrative contact would only be available in one or more protected tiers. 

b) Registrants should have the option to direct that some or all of their protected data be displayed to the public.1 

c) Those meeting the requirements to access protected information and identifying a legitimate use should be able to obtain it in a timely manner. 

d) Those seeking access to protected information should identify themselves in a verifiable manner. Once identified, the user would be issued a portable credential, rather than needing to verify their identity on a registrar-by-registrar (or even registryby-

registry) basis. [Proposed addition:  All registries and registrars would be obligated to honor this credential.]
e) The system should be affordable, both for implementers and users. 

[footnote] 1 

Registrants who do business with the public, for example, may wish to publish their contact information so that consumers have confidence in who they are dealing with. Also, digital certificate providers typically use Whois data to issue digital certificates, so 

they may require registrants to publish a complete set of data as a condition for issuing a certificate.

[note: modified and merged into “c” above]
f) Registrars and registries should continue to have full access to the WHOIS data for technical and operational purposes. 

However, the task force also identified several questions that still must be answered before a tiered access system can be implemented. Specifically: 

a) What process of notification to registrants, if any, should take place when their protected data is accessed other than in circumstances required by law [Note: question raised regarding meaning of these words:  “or contract”]? 

b) What contact data should be shown in the protected tier? How will the data compare with what is now available?  How will the accuracy compare with what is now available?
c) What are the mechanisms available for identifying and authorizing 
those requesting access to protected information? Are those mechanisms fast? Are they affordable? Are they online? Who will administer them, using what criteria?
d)  How will the costs of implementing a tiered access system be borne?
