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October 8, 2003

BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE PRIVATE SECTOR

· The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) is a meeting of leaders from government, the private sector, international organizations and civil society. The WSIS will be held under the high patronage of UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, and will be organized by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the host countries, with the support of the UN system. The first phase of the Summit will take place in Geneva, December 10-12, 2003.  The second phase will be held in Tunis, November 16-18, 2005. 

· More than fifty Heads of State and Government are expected to participate in the Geneva Phase of the Summit along with senior Ministers from around the world. Leaders will sign a Declaration of Principles and Action Plan to address the digital divide by putting information and telecommunications technologies (ICTs) at the service of human development as outlined in the UN Millennium Goals; these include supporting innovative health, education and environmental initiatives; stimulating new trade, investment and employment; and addressing isolation and exclusion – factors behind poverty, ignorance and violence.
· World leaders will address key issues of interest to the private sector including the need for an enabling policy/regulatory environment to attract investment and foster entrepreneurship and innovation, network security, consumer confidence and privacy. Many future business opportunities in the ICT sector will rely on a broadening of markets to capture new users in the developing world. The Summit will provide a unique, high profile international venue to showcase and announce new multistakeholder partnerships involving the private sector to address these needs. See Annex 1 for “5 reasons why the private sector should participate in WSIS.” 
· Business entities have participated in the Summit preparatory process, making contributions to the draft Declaration and Action Plan, either as part of government delegations, as accredited ITU sector member companies or as part of the Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors, chaired by the International Chamber of Commerce (www.iccwbo.org).
· Private sector representatives will also have the opportunity to participate in some one hundred Summit Events that will take place from Tuesday, December 9th to Saturday, December 13th. These include various conferences, workshops, exhibitions, presentations, panel discussions, roundtables, and cultural events. See Annex 2 for details about various Summit Events. There will also be high profile sponsorship opportunities at the Summit (see Annex 3 for details).
· For general inquiries about private sector participation in the WSIS, please contact Mr. Gabriel Vodopivec (International Chamber of Commerce) at: gvc@iccwbo.org or +33 1 49 53 30 67 or Mr. Ibrahima Keita (WSIS Executive Secretariat) at: ibrahima.keita@itu.int +41 22 730 6353.

Annex 1

Why the Private Sector Should Participate in the WSIS

1. Governments are making decisions that will affect the future of your business. The WSIS is dealing with issues of direct interest to the private sector including enabling policy/regulatory environments, network security, consumer confidence and privacy, as well as the role of multistakeholder partnerships (including the private sector) in expanding access to ICT-enabled opportunities for currently unserved populations. Private sector leaders should be present to voice their views on how these issues should be managed.

2. WSIS will stimulate the global ICT environment, leading to significant new business opportunities. Future significant growth in the ICT sector will require a broadening of markets to capture new users and revenues: geographically to developing and emerging market countries, and through applications such as government procurement and service delivery, including innovative health care and education programs. Actions envisioned by the WSIS in these areas could lead to significant new business opportunities. Come to the Summit to position your company as a potential partner to meet these objectives.

3. Many of the world’s leading political decision makers will be present. More than fifty world leaders are expected to participate in the Geneva phase of the Summit, along with senior ministers responsible for foreign affairs, information and communications technologies and social and economic development, from more than 150 countries, representing many dynamic potential markets. 
4. WSIS is the first truly global gathering of world leaders from all sectors to address pressing ICT issues. The WSIS is the international meeting place of stakeholders interested in the application of information and communications technologies to address various social and economic challenges in developing as well as developed countries. Private sector participants will both have the opportunity to see what is happening in this field in all parts of the world, as well as to take advantage of this venue to showcase their own contributions, and seek new partners from government, the private sector, intergovernmental organizations and civil society. 
Annex 2

Other Summit Events 

There are some one hundred Summit Events taking place between December 9th and 13th at Palexpo as well as in several different locations in the Geneva area. These events are being organized by various partners including the host country Switzerland, other governments, international organisations, civil society and the private sector. Summit Events include conferences, panel discussions, workshops, exhibitions, presentations and cultural events. 

The Swiss Secretariat responsible for organizing the Geneva phase of the WSIS is coordinating Summit events. The following is not an exhaustive list of such events, but rather a sample of those which may be of interest to private sector leaders. For a more complete list of Summit Events, please consult the website established by the Swiss Secretariat for the Summit: www.wsisgeneva2003.org/03_summit/events.html. 


Sample of Summit Events

ITU High Level Dialogue: “The WSIS global challenge: making ubiquitous communications a reality for all” (December 9th). The purpose of this one-day conference is to offer an international forum to the Summit participants beside the institutional process of the Summit itself, with a view of giving more time to the guest speakers to address the issues at stake. This High-Level Dialogue will debate all aspects of the Information Society and of the digital divide: regulatory, technology and development viewpoints (the main pillars of ITU’s mandate) as well as political and societal. Themes include: “The digital divide: who is being left behind?”, “Local actors in a global world: thinking the information society village”,  “A global world for all: thinking the Information Society for the individual”, “Technologies, markets and business, policy makers, citizens: who will rule the future?” Details will be on the ITU website shortly: www.itu.int. For more information, contact Mr. Fernado Lagrana at fernando.lagrana@itu.int or +41 22 730 5542.
World Electronic Media Forum (WEMF) (December 9-11th) is a forum for global media leaders, private and public broadcasters and key media actors, such as journalists, academics and civil society to debate issues related to the media in the information society. WEMF is being jointly organized by the United Nations Department of Public Information (UNDPI), the European Broadcast Union (EBU) and Switzerland, as host country. The WEMF will highlight the new enhanced role of radio, TV and related websites, taking into account the new technological opportunities and the new expectations of the audiences. The outcome of WEMF will be a roadmap of the contribution of media in the future information society. Learn more at: www.wemfmedia.org or contact Edouard Markiewicz at Markiewicz@ebu.ch or +41 22 717 20 27.  
ICT for Development Platform (ICT4D Platform) is the largest event accompanying the WSIS and will take place in Hall 4 of Palexpo from 9-13 December 2003. It is organised by the Swiss Government as host country of the WSIS, represented by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, jointly with the Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP). The Platform is a unique event, covering over 16'000 m2 and consisting of an Exhibition combined with a comprehensive conference programme, the ICT4D Forum. The Platform showcases the development dimension of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and is aimed at enriching the political core segment of the WSIS. It is a true multi-stakeholder gathering, reuniting governments and international organisations, NGOs and private companies. The Platform is open to Summit participants as well as the general public and expects 10'000 to 15'000 additional visitors. Learn more at: www.ict-4d.org .  

The Exhibition: Over 200 exhibitors from more than 50 countries will showcase projects, products and services, innovations and best practices that document the considerable potential of ICT for development. National exhibitors as well as the special guest countries Bolivia, Finland, Malaysia and Mali will showcase their national strategies and policies in the area of ICT4D. Special events such as the presentation of the future generation of the Internet by the European Organisation for Nuclear Research (CERN) and the construction of a typical rural African setting by the WSIS African Caucus will enrich the Exhibition.

The ICT4D Forum: Panel discussions, workshops and special events will bring together key innovators as well as world leaders from all sectors to debate lessons and perspectives in ICT4D such as innovative solutions for easier access, the role of ICT in capacity building and empowerment, the role of media and communication in re-building post-conflict societies or questions of local content and the challenges of policy and implementation. The following events form part of the ICT4D Forum:

InfoDev Symposium (December 9th-10th) The World Bank, through the "Information for Development (infoDev) Program", and the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (seco) will organize jointly a Symposium on Information and Communication Technologies for Development with the overall theme, " Information for Development: what works and what does not, and where do we go from here?”  Topics will include "Metrics of the Digital Divide / e-readiness and network competitiveness", "Mobilizing private investment for ICT, with special focus on Africa", "ICT and capacity building - trade, with special emphasis on SMEs", and "Development-effective networks – security and affordability".

This is the eighth edition of the annual infoDev Symposium on Information for Development, which has traditionally attracted high-level participation and interest from the private sector.  Important dimensions of the Symposium will include Public-Private-Partnerships and the mobilisation of investment in information and communication technologies.  Linked to the Symposium, a series of interactive workshops on The Changing Marketplace: Putting "e" to Work will be jointly organised by the International Trade Centre (ITC) and seco (December 11th –12th)
Organised on the premises of the ICT4D platform, this event is by invitation only and will be limited to 600 high level participants.  Free registration can be obtained via the infoDev website:  http://www.infodev.org/symp2003/index.html.

ITC/seco Workshops: The Changing Marketplace: Putting ‘e’ to Work (December 11th – 12th). The International Trade Centre (ITC) and the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (seco) will jointly organise a series of interactive workshops on how small exporters in developing countries can gain a competitive edge using information and communication technologies.  Concrete cases and practical experiences will be the basis of the debate about e-business development, with a special focus on SMEs.

The sessions will focus on putting ‘e’ to work by finding new ways of doing traditional business; seizing new ICT-related business opportunities; and helping SME exporters bridge the digital divide. The debate will explore issues such as e-readiness assessment and training, e-finance, e-security, e-waste and e-procurement.  ITC and seco will also present their responses such as the e-Trade Bridge Programme, the Swiss-Jordanian e-trade platform, operational handbooks on e-waste and e-security and other experiences around the world.

CEOs with operations in developing countries are encouraged to attend. This is an opportunity to share success stories and concerns and to help put ‘e’ to work in the developing world. 

The sessions also follow up major themes of the infoDev Symposium (9-10 Dec). Organised on the premises of the ICT4D platform, this event is by pre-registration only and will be limited to 100 participants. For more information, visit the ITC website www.intracen.org or contact Mr. Badrinath, Director, Division of Trade Support Services, International Trade Centre at:  BADRINATH@intracen.org or +41-22-730 03 10.
Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (CCBI) [chaired by the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC)] is organizing two panel sessions, which target private sector participation: “What makes ICT effective growth engines?” (Wednesday December 10th, 10AM to 12:30PM) and “Champions of the Information Society: Young entrepreneurs, Innovators and Investors” (Thursday December 11th, 2PM to 4:30PM).  The two panels will explore the barriers and drivers of innovation, entrepreneurship and investment in ICTs, highlight country specific examples, and examine legal, regulatory and policy issues related to ICTs as a driver of growth with emphasis on development concerns. For more information, contact Mr. Gabriel Vodopivec at: gvc@iccwbo.org or +33 1 49 53 30 67. 
 
 

Annex 3

Sponsorship

Private sector companies can participate as a WSIS sponsor to emphasize the important role of their organization in the information society as well as present product and service capabilities, convey key messages and brand visibility to the highest level of the international community and media.

Corporate sponsorship opportunities for the first phase of the Summit in Geneva 2003 are coordinated by the host country.  The Swiss Executive Secretariat is actively seeking partnerships with sponsors to provide services and finance for the logistics, communication and promotional needs of the Summit The Swiss government has pledged substantial funding to cover basic logistics needs.  However, additional support is needed for the following services and equipment:

· Transportation 

· IT and telecommunication 

· Audiovisual

· Office furniture and supplies

· Social events and hospitality

· Publishing

· Promotional items

· Financial contribution for participation of LDC representatives

A complete sponsorship prospectus is available upon request from the Swiss Executive Secretariat:

Ms. Christi Dufour

Office of the Delegate of the Swiss Federal Council for the WSIS Geneva 2003

Rue de Varembé 9-11 PO Box 125, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

Email: Christi.Dufour@seco.admin.ch or general email: sponsoring@wsisgeneva2003.org
Tel: +41 22 748 27 74

Fax: +41 22 748 27 89 

Mr. Damien Marti

Office of the Delegate of the Swiss Federal Council for the WSIS Geneva 2003

Rue de Varembé 9-11 PO Box 125, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

Email: Damien.Marti@seco.admin.ch or general email: sponsoring@wsisgeneva2003.org
Tel: +41 22 748 27 77

Fax: +41 22 748 27 89














