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Middle East Strategy 
Working Group (MESWG) 

• Community driven effort 
– A working group of 22 members from 11 

countries  

– Met over six months remotely and face-
to-face 

– Two public meetings: ArabMIG Dubai and 
ICANN Beijing 

– Final strategy document posted on 8 May: 
https://community.icann.org/display/MES
/Middle+East+Strategy  

https://community.icann.org/display/MES/Middle+East+Strategy
https://community.icann.org/display/MES/Middle+East+Strategy


Middle East Strategy 

• Three-year strategy 

• Strategic Goals: 
– Foster two-way engagement with community 

– Build strong and competitive domain name industry 

– Promote multi-stakeholder Internet Governance 
mechanisms  

• Strategic Focus Areas: 
– DNS security and stability 

– Domain name industry 

– Internet Governance ecosystem  



DNS Security and 
Stability 

• Objective is to develop relevant 
capacity, resources and Internet 
infrastructure in the region, in a 
coordinated, comprehensive and 
sustainable fashion, focused on 
addressing the needs of the region 



Implementation Plan: DNS 
Security and Stability 



Implementation Plan: DNS 
Security and Stability 



Domain Name Industry 

• The objective of ICANN’s 
engagement in the Middle East for 
Domain Name Industry is to build 
the domain name industry in the 
region and strengthen the overall 
ecosystem  



Implementation Plan: 
Domain Name Industry 



Implementation Plan: 
Domain Name Industry 



Internet Governance 

• The objective of ICANN’s 
engagement in the Middle East for 
Internet Governance Ecosystem is to 
promote engagement with and 
participation of relevant 
stakeholders in relevant fora  



Implementation Plan: 
Internet Governance 
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Timeline 

Q4 Q3 Q2 Q1 
Capacity building: 
• DNS operations, security 

and stability 
• Internet Governance 
DNS Forum 
 
 
 

Capacity building: 
• Registry / Registrar business  
• ccTLD operations and IDNs 
• IPv6 
• DNSSEC 

Capacity building: 
• Registry / Registrar business  
• ccTLD operations and IDNs 
• DNS operations, security 

and stability 
Middle East IG Summer School 

Capacity building: 
• IPv6 
• DNSSEC 
Support multi-stakeholder 
process at national and regional 
levels 

Increase number of L-root instances 
IDN Regional Task Force 

Embrace “train the trainer” model 
Stimulate more fellowship opportunities 



Implementation Plan 

• One-year plan to be implemented in 
FY14: 
https://community.icann.org/display
/MES/Middle+East+Strategy  

 

https://community.icann.org/display/MES/Middle+East+Strategy
https://community.icann.org/display/MES/Middle+East+Strategy


Next Steps 

• MESWG, or a sub-group of it, will be 
overseeing the implementation of 
the strategy 

• Look into each of the proposed 
activities and finalize the details 
regarding dates, places, partners, 
etc.  

• Work is underway as FY14’s already 
started! 
 



You can write to us at: 
meswg@icann.org  

 
Thank you 

mailto:meswg@icann.org
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