
Application 
period closes

Applications 
reviewed for 

completeness 

Contract 
execution

IANA delegation 
procedure

Applicant withdraws

Are there any 
objections?

Applicant enters EE for any 
combination of the four 

elements below:
Technical & Operational 
Capability
Financial Capability
Registry Services
DNS Stability

Applicant 
passes EE?

Is there string 
contention?

Existing Legal 
Rights 

proceedings

Morality and 
Public Order 
proceedings

Community 
Objection 

proceedings

Have one or more community-
based applicant(s) elected 
Comparative Evaluation?

Successful 
applicant secures 

string

Comparative 
Evaluation 

proceedings

Is there a clear 
winner?

No

Yes

Applicants with 
contending strings  

participate in auction
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No

No
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Objection filing period
opens

TLD added to 
root zone

Does applicant clear all 
objections?

Yes

No

Financial Capability
Technical & 
Operational 
Capability

String Confusion

No Yes

DNS Stability

Applications 
posted for public 

comment

IE results posted

Applicant elects to 
proceed to Extended 

Evaluation (EE)

Application 
period opens

String Confusion 
proceedings

No

No

Yes

Yes

Objection filing period
closes

No

These three portions of the 
Initial Evaluation (IE) are 
referred to as the String 

Review

Registry Services 

These three portions of the 
Initial Evaluation (IE) are 

referred to as the Applicant 
Review

The application can be 
objected to based upon any 

combination of the four 
objection grounds at the 

same time. Additionally, the 
application may face multiple 

objections on the same 
objection ground.

Pre-delegation 
check

Geographical 
Names

Public Comment period 
opens. Closing of 

period TBD

Application ‐ Module 1

Initial Evaluation ‐ Module 2

Extended Evauation ‐ Module 2

Dispute Resolution Proceedings ‐ 
Module 3

String Contention ‐ Module 4

Transition to Delegation ‐ Module 5

Thicker 
Line

Indicates quickest path to delegation

Key

Are applicants with 
contending strings able to 
self-resolve contention?

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Applicant passes Initial 
Evaluation?

Yes
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